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Susan Bazyk, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

EDUCATION: 

Ph.D. (2005) Human Services  

 Capella University, Minneapolis, MN 

Dissertation - The Meaning of Occupational Therapy Groups for Low-Income 

Youth: A Phenomenological Study 

M.H.S. (1983) Health Sciences, Pediatric Occupational Therapy 

 University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 

B.S. (1978) Occupational Therapy 

 The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 

Certified Instructor: Youth Mental Health First Aid (2014-2019) 

 

LEADERSHIP: 

2012 – present       Founding Director, Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout 

the Day (LLC) www.everymomentcounts.org  

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 

2018-present Professor Emerita, Occupational Therapy Program, Cleveland State University 

2010-2018 Professor, Occupational Therapy Program 

 School of Health Sciences, Cleveland State University 

1990-2009 Associate professor and Graduate Faculty 

 Department of Health Sciences, Cleveland State University 

1984-89 Assistant professor 

 Department of Health Sciences, Cleveland State University 

1985-87 Occupational Therapy Fieldwork Coordinator, Cleveland State University 

1983-84 Visiting instructor, Department of Occupational Therapy 

 College of Health Related Professions 

 University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE: 

2008-2012 Director, Master of Science in Health Sciences Program & Physician Assistant 

Track, Department of Health Sciences  

                        Cleveland State University, Cleveland, Ohio 

2000-2018 Coordinator, Graduate Certificate in OT/PT in the Schools. I developed and 

oversaw this program. 

 

HONORS and AWARDS: 

2019 Fulbright Specialist Award (2019-2024) New Zealand hosted me as a Fulbright 

Specialist in January 2020. I presented five full-day Every Moment Counts workshops 

in five regions in New Zealand to 70-90 interprofessional school and community 

providers at each site. Hosts: Dr. Ema Tokolahi and Dr. Clare Hocking 

 A second Fulbright Specialist appointment has been awarded for October, 2023 in 

Ireland. Hosts: Drs. Helen Lynch and Brian Fitzgerald. 

 

http://www.everymomentcounts.org/
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2018  Award of Merit, Ohio Occupational Therapy Association (OOTA). The highest  

  honor of OOTA, Inc., for outstanding leadership. 

2018 Friend of School Social Work of the Year 2018, Ohio School Social Work 

Association, August 9, 2018 

2018 AOTA Emerging and Innovative Practice Award, Innovative Leadership in 

Promoting Children's Mental Health 

2018 Occupational Therapy Distinguished Speaker, University of Oklahoma, Health 

Sciences, March 2018 

2017 College of Sciences & Health Professions’ Outstanding Research Award for 2017, 

Cleveland State University 

2016 18th Annual John J. Bazyk Distinguished Speaker in Occupational Therapy, April 

28, 2016. Occupational Therapy’s Distinct Value in Mental Health Promotion, 

Prevention and Intervention Across the Lifespan.  

2016                Health Care Heroes, Crain’s Cleveland Business. Honoring individuals providing          

                        exceptional service and dedication to Northeast Ohio’s health care sector.  

2016                The Hite Award, The Division of Occupational Therapy, The Ohio University. For  

                         contributions to the profession of Occupational Therapy and efforts to ‘Make every                        

                        moment count. 

2015  Model Practice Award, Ohio Occupational Therapy Association. This award is  

  given to recognize outstanding achievement in the practice of OT in the state of  

  Ohio. I received this award for the development and implementation of Every  

  Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day, the Ohio   

  Department of Education funded initiative. 

2012  Award of Merit, Ohio Occupational Therapy Association (OOTA). The highest  

  honor of OOTA, Inc., for a member who has demonstrated outstanding qualities of 

  leadership, academics, or clinical achievement in the initiation, development or  

  perpetuation of occupational therapy in the state of Ohio.  

2010 Distinguished Faculty Award for Teaching, Cleveland State University. 

2008 Fellow of the American Occupational Therapy Association for innovation and 

leadership in pediatric education. This honor recognizes significant contributions to the 

association members and is given to less than 1 percent of all occupational therapists in 

the U.S.   

2006 Virginia Scardina Lectureship Award, Ohio Occupational Therapy Association 

(OOTA) This award is given to honor a member who has contributed to the 

development of the body of knowledge of the profession through research, education, 

and/or clinical practice.   

2006 Lifetime Achievement Award in Occupational Therapy, Cleveland District 

Occupational Therapy Association for significant and long-term contributions to the 

profession of occupational therapy. 

 

BOOKS:   

Bazyk, S. (Ed.). (2011). Mental health promotion, prevention, and intervention with children and 

youth: A guiding framework for occupational therapy. Bethesda, MD: AOTA Press. Link: 
https://myaota.aota.org/shop_aota/prodview.aspx?TYPE=D&PID=326607255&SKU=900470U  

 

 

 

https://myaota.aota.org/shop_aota/prodview.aspx?TYPE=D&PID=326607255&SKU=900470U
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Bazyk, S. & Arbesman, M. (2013). Occupational Therapy Practice Guideline for Mental Health 

Promotion, Prevention, and Intervention for Children and Youth. Bethesda, MD: AOTA Press. 

Is included in the National Guideline Clearinghouse (NGC) (www.guideline.gov), an initiative 

of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality of the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services. 
 

PUBLICATIONS:   

Bazyk, S., Pataki, K., & DeBoth, K. (2020). Building Capacity of Occupational Therapy Students to 

Address the Mental Health Needs of Children and Youth during a Level II Fieldwork in a 

School Setting, Journal of Occupational Therapy, Schools, & Early 

Intervention, DOI: 10.1080/19411243.2020.1776186 

Bazyk, S., Demirjian, L., Horvath, F., & Doxsey, L. (2018). The Comfortable Cafeteria program for 

promoting student participation and enjoyment: An outcome study. American Journal of 

Occupational Therapy, 74 (3), 1-9. (nih.gov) 

Bazyk, S., Demirjian, L., LaGuardia, T., Thompson-Repas, K., Conway, C., & Michaud, P. (2015). 

Building capacity of occupational therapy practitioners to address the mental health needs of 

children and youth: Mixed methods study of knowledge translation. American Journal of 

Occupational Therapy, 69, 6906180060p1–6906180060p10. (nih.gov) 

Anello, V., Weist, M., Eber, L., Bazyk, S., & Cashman, J. (Feb. 2016). Readiness for Positive 

Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) and School Mental Health (SMH) Interconnection: 

Development of a Stakeholder Survey. Journal of Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, 10, 

171-180. 

Pizzi, M., Vroman, K., Lau, C., Gill, S., Bazyk, S., & Suarez Balcazar, Y. (2014).  Occupational 

therapy and the childhood obesity epidemic: Research, theory and practice Journal of 

Occupational Therapy in Schools and Early Intervention, 7(2), 87- 105.  

Bazyk, S., & Winne, R. (2013). A multi-tiered approach to addressing the mental health issues 

surrounding obesity in children and youth. Occupational Therapy in Health Care, 27, 84-98. 

Arbesman, M., Bazyk, S., & Nochajski, S. (2013).  Systematic reviews of occupational therapy and 

mental health promotion, prevention, and intervention for children and youth. American 

Journal of Occupational Therapy, 67, 120-130. 

Ekelman, B., Bazyk, S., & Bazyk, J. (2012). The Relationship between Occupational Engagement and 

Well-Being from the Perspective of University Students with Disabilities, Journal of 

Occupational Science, DOI:10.1080/14427591.2012.716360 

McCausland, C., Bazyk, S., Kerns, S. (2012). Participation in extracurricular activities and campus 
engagement for post-secondary students with autism spectrum disorders. Developmental 
Disabilities Special Interest Section Quarterly, 34(2), 1–4.   

Bazyk, S. (2010, September).  Promotion of positive mental health in children and youth with 

developmental disabilities. OT Practice, 15(7), CE-1-CE-8. 

Bazyk, S., Gordon, R., Haines, J., Percociante, M., & Glorioso, M. (2010). Service Learning: The 

Process of Doing and Becoming an Occupational Therapist.  Occupational Therapy in Health 

Care, 24, 171-187. 

Bazyk, S., Cimino, J., Cantrall, K., & Goodman, G.  (2010). The use of therapeutic listening with 

preschoolers with developmental disabilities: A look at the outcomes.  Journal of Occupational 

Therapy in Schools and Early Intervention, 3, 124-138. 

Bazyk, S., Goodman, G., Michaud, P., Papp, P., & Hawkins, E.  (2009). Integration of occupational 

therapy services in a kindergarten curriculum: A look at the outcomes. The American Journal of 

Occupational Therapy, 63, 160-171.  

https://doi.org/10.1080/19411243.2020.1776186
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5915230/pdf/7203205050p1.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4643378/pdf/6906180060p1.pdf
https://www.able-differently.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/promotion_of_positive_mental_health_continuing_education_article_sept_2010.pdf
https://www.able-differently.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/promotion_of_positive_mental_health_continuing_education_article_sept_2010.pdf
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Bazyk, S., & Bazyk, J. (2009). The meaning of occupational therapy groups for low-income youth: A 

phenomenological study. The American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 6, 69-80. 

Milliken, B., Goodman, G., Bazyk, S., & Flynn, S. (2007). Establishing a case for occupational therapy 

in meeting the needs of children with grief issues in school-based settings. Occupational 

Therapy in Mental Health, 23, 75-100. 

Bazyk, S. (2006). Creating occupation-based social skills groups in after-school care. Occupational 

Therapy Practice, 11, 13-18. 

Bonder, B., Bazyk, S., Reilly, B., & Toyota, J. (2005).  Women’s work in Guatemala. WORK: A 

Journal of Prevention, Assessment, & Rehabilitation, 24, 1-9. 

Bazyk, S. (2005). Exploring the development of meaningful work for children and youth in Western 

contexts. WORK: A Journal of Prevention, Assessment, & Rehabilitation, 24, 11-20. 

Ekelman, B., Bazyk, J., Dal Bello-Haas, V., Bazyk,  J., &  Bazyk, S. (2003). Developing cultural 

competence in occupational and physical therapy education. Journal of Allied Health, 32, 131-

137. 

Ekelman, B., Bazyk, S. & Dal Bello-Haas, V. (2003). An occupational perspective of the well-being of 

Maya women in Southern Belize. Occupational Therapy Journal of Research, 23, 130-142. 

Bazyk, S., Llerena, M., & Stalnaker, Ekelman, B., & Bazyk, J.  (2003). Play in Mayan children. The 

American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 57, 273-283. 

Bazyk, S. & Goodman, G. (2000). Modifying the traditional classroom in response to students’ 

learning style and sensory-motor needs. Innovations in Occupational Therapy Education, 20-

32.  

Bazyk, S. (2000). Considering the complex needs of children who refuse to eat. Occupational Therapy 

Practice, 5 (2), 10-15. 

Dal Bello-Haas, V., Bazyk, S., Ekelman, B., & Milidonis, M. (1999). A study comparing the 

effectiveness of the feedback lecture method with the traditional lecture method. American 

Journal of Physical Therapy Education, 45, 36-40. 

Goodman, G., & Bazyk, S. (1991). The effects of a short thumb opponens splint on hand function in 

cerebral palsy: A single subject study. The American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 45, 

726-31. 

Bazyk, S., & Trombino, B. (1990). Parent-professional collaboration: The essential component of the 

individualized family service plan.  Journal of Occupational Therapy Practice, 2, 84-89. 

Bazyk, S. (1990). Factors associated with the transition from nasogastric tube to oral feeding in infants. 

The American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 44, 1070-1077. 

Bazyk, S. (1989). Changing attitudes and beliefs regarding parent participation and home programs: 

An update. The American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 43, 723-32.  

Bazyk, S. & Jeziorowski, J. (1989). Videotape versus live instruction in demonstrating evaluation 

skills to occupational therapy students.  The American Journal of Occupational Therapy.43, 

4650468. doi: 10.5014/ajot.43.7.465 

Vogel, S. (1986). Oral motor and feeding problems in the tube fed infant: Suggested treatment 

strategies for the occupational therapist.  Occupational Therapy in Health Care. 3, 63-79.  

 

PUBLISHED ABSTRACTS: 

Suder, R., Peirce, C., Winston, K, & Bazyk, S. (2017). The lived experience of adolescents with 

chronic pain: A phenomenological study. The American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 71 

(4_Supplement_1): 7111505069p1. doi: 10.5014/ajot.2017.71S1-RP204B. 

 

 

https://watermark.silverchair.com/69.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAArIwggKuBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggKfMIICmwIBADCCApQGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMHsoo6vWrOyYS15vbAgEQgIICZRiusUou34vmgPaMKh31sjUJ5HGPOjp9E-R6aqY6cUAmN9K1WCKnt4uD-7qXqNTWrxdfxOlmcoI7HNPesyGRhrGrxTudrOu-KHmRt6vA9HgX60ZTBHCOiwU07I5hI3W9WNlyUaUahHK-h62UxDObIlKAmnE7mT9S3WQcQpFqIx0pcT0KMMqlb5NXkWRvBvXPGQ8atTHJ060kIO7fHGgAe9wBwMfmewHrvMFRKrMIEOQcIR-okR88NflmHlOJU4ZNbXGU2lFDGiWECY-3BIwUH5YTRF369s3l1YUEbvN_vq4QgBEyxIvCojYG34eiJTIuv0BusDlv18UxUIAL6fCSoDQKjTkSQyLllm_g36UZwyr3pSqZCXXD3UFl-r20wpyARuGJ-yG33aANRnky6v6_U1KonMIlBOskcwal809aml0M0dLKlvp189ts27ZUaa5aZi9BAfrBszI7zrh6uMj1vA2wMYXRJb_o4k_BnZe_ucztn62k-aJQ9BSWw5f7ZmjgyxydXRf8HuUY6jgdR1QDYRqwyO0EvXpsACQvf2AY8lV6iCynzHh-qabFR2FPslq0_JK3eQqNC4xNGuDZgHA66vZEhDEIeTvTj6yCD6fssCE_r3EpQmCtTysO_gbIX0wrpNlFloJwb06-2jiRoZjsW4luysDSvckMvJ7gNiKYk0LK-htuG8jNc9i_alj55v-7hZQSMSfxGMtAFfjqwGbtpUEEzTtB_R90BA-LDrGRZzTdrylEzwiNh-ZksA6_0LZuN5vSkueA6zS0qeSqTDR01sgKB99ad4ja4_imoBsR0lvFqhC8jt8
https://watermark.silverchair.com/69.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAArIwggKuBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggKfMIICmwIBADCCApQGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMHsoo6vWrOyYS15vbAgEQgIICZRiusUou34vmgPaMKh31sjUJ5HGPOjp9E-R6aqY6cUAmN9K1WCKnt4uD-7qXqNTWrxdfxOlmcoI7HNPesyGRhrGrxTudrOu-KHmRt6vA9HgX60ZTBHCOiwU07I5hI3W9WNlyUaUahHK-h62UxDObIlKAmnE7mT9S3WQcQpFqIx0pcT0KMMqlb5NXkWRvBvXPGQ8atTHJ060kIO7fHGgAe9wBwMfmewHrvMFRKrMIEOQcIR-okR88NflmHlOJU4ZNbXGU2lFDGiWECY-3BIwUH5YTRF369s3l1YUEbvN_vq4QgBEyxIvCojYG34eiJTIuv0BusDlv18UxUIAL6fCSoDQKjTkSQyLllm_g36UZwyr3pSqZCXXD3UFl-r20wpyARuGJ-yG33aANRnky6v6_U1KonMIlBOskcwal809aml0M0dLKlvp189ts27ZUaa5aZi9BAfrBszI7zrh6uMj1vA2wMYXRJb_o4k_BnZe_ucztn62k-aJQ9BSWw5f7ZmjgyxydXRf8HuUY6jgdR1QDYRqwyO0EvXpsACQvf2AY8lV6iCynzHh-qabFR2FPslq0_JK3eQqNC4xNGuDZgHA66vZEhDEIeTvTj6yCD6fssCE_r3EpQmCtTysO_gbIX0wrpNlFloJwb06-2jiRoZjsW4luysDSvckMvJ7gNiKYk0LK-htuG8jNc9i_alj55v-7hZQSMSfxGMtAFfjqwGbtpUEEzTtB_R90BA-LDrGRZzTdrylEzwiNh-ZksA6_0LZuN5vSkueA6zS0qeSqTDR01sgKB99ad4ja4_imoBsR0lvFqhC8jt8
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15706068/
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PUBLICATIONS (non-refereed, invited, non-blind peer review): 

Bazyk, S. & Downing, D. (2017). Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ): School Mental Health for 

School-Based Occupational Therapy Practitioners. AOTA, Inc. 

http://www.aota.org/~/media/Corporate/Files/Secure/Practice/Children/School%20Mental%20

Health%20FAQ%20Webfin.pdf 

Bazyk, S., Januszewski , C., & Gonyea, J. (2016). Occupational Therapy’s Distinct Value in Mental 

Health Promotion, Prevention and Intervention Across the Lifespan. AOTA, Inc. 

http://www.aota.org/~/media/Corporate/Files/Practice/MentalHealth/Distinct-Value-Mental-

Health.pdf  

 

School Mental Health Workgroup, AOTA.  Information sheets related to children’s mental health.  

Free and downloadable from the American Occupational Therapy Association.  Fact sheets on:  1) 

Obesity prevention; 2) Recess Promotion; 3) Children experiencing grief and loss; 4) Strength-based 

Approaches; 5) Creating a Positive Cafeteria Experience; 6) Depression; 7) Anxiety. ; 8) Bully 

Prevention & Friendship Promotion.   

https://www.aota.org/Practice/Children-Youth/Mental Health/School-Mental-Health.aspx 

 

BOOK CHAPTERS: 

Bazyk, S. (2019). Occupational therapy’s role in school mental health. In C. Brown, V. Stoffel, & 

Munoz, J. (eds.) Occupational Therapy in Mental Health: A Vision for Participation (3rd 

edition).. F. A. Davis. 

Bazyk, S. (in press). Promoting leisure participation in children and youth. In Jane Clifford O’Brien & 

Health Kuhaneck (eds.). Case-Smith’s Occupational Therapy for Children & Adolescents (9th 

edition). Mosby.  

Bazyk, S. (2022). Leisure and play in adolescence. In Heather Kuhaneck & Susan Spitzer (eds.).  

Making Play Just Right: Activity Analysis, Creativity, and Playfulness in Pediatric 

Occupational Therapy. Jones & Bartlett Publishers. 

Cahill, S., & Bazyk, S. (2020). Childhood and adolescent psychosocial and mental health disorders. In 

Jean Solomon & Jane O'Brien (eds.) Pediatric Skills for Occupational Therapists. Elsevier. 

Cahill, S., & Bazyk, S. (2019). School-Based Occupational Therapy. In Jane Clifford O’Brien & 

Health Kuhaneck (eds.). Case-Smith’s Occupational Therapy for Children & Adolescents (8th 

edition). Mosby.  

Bazyk, S. (2019). Best practices in supporting mental health: Promotion, prevention and intensive 

services. In Gloria Frolek Clark, Joyce E. Rioux,  & Barbara Chandler (eds.). Best Practice in 

School Occupational Therapy (2nd edition), AOTA Press.  

Bazyk, S. (2019). Occupational therapy’s role in school mental health. In C. Brown, V. Stoffel, & 

Munoz, J. (eds.) Occupational Therapy in Mental Health: A Vision for Participation (2nd 

edition). F. A. Davis. 

Bazyk, S. (2016). A public health approach to children’s mental health in occupational therapy. In 

Christine Manville (ed.). Mental Health Practice for the Occupational Therapy Assistant. 

SLACK. 

Bazyk, S., & Cahill, S. (2015). School based practice. In Jane Case-Smith and Jane O’Brien (eds.). 

Occupational Therapy for Children (7th edition).  Mosby.  

Bazyk, S. (2013). Best practices in supporting mental health: Promotion, prevention and intensive 

services. In Gloria Frolek Clark & Barbara Chandler (eds.). Best Practice in School 

Occupational Therapy, AOTA Press.  

Bazyk, S., & Case Smith, J. (2010). School based practice. In J. Case Smith (ed.). Occupational 

http://www.aota.org/~/media/Corporate/Files/Practice/MentalHealth/Distinct-Value-Mental-Health.pdf
http://www.aota.org/~/media/Corporate/Files/Practice/MentalHealth/Distinct-Value-Mental-Health.pdf
https://www.aota.org/Practice/Children-Youth/Mental%20Health/School-Mental-Health.aspx
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Therapy for Children (6th edition).  Mosby.  This is a market-leading textbook used for 

pediatric education in occupational therapy. 

Bazyk, S. (2007). Addressing the mental health needs of children in schools. In L. Jackson (ed.). 

Occupational therapy services for children and youth under IDEA (3rd Edition).  

Bethesda,.MD: AOTA Press.  

 

FUNDED RESEARCH (~772,300 since 2000): 

Bazyk, S., & Demirjian, L. (2017).  Every Moment Counts' implementation of cafeteria and recess 

programs at Campus International School.  Received $500.00 from the Center for Urban Education's 

Collaborative Action Research Grant.  Spring, 2017. 

 

Bazyk, S., Conway, C., Kline, A., & Kilrain, M. (2016-18). Building capacity of OT practitioners to 

address the mental health needs of children/youth in New Hampshire schools. $40,000 from the 

Department of Student Wellness, NH Department of Education. Funding distributed through Strafford 

Learning Center, NH.  I am the lead author of the grant and project director. 

 

Bazyk, S. (2012-2015). Ohio Department of Education, Department of Exceptional Children. Every 

Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day - Innovations in Integrated 

Occupational Therapy Services to Promote Flourishing in Students With and Without Disabilities and 

Mental Health Challenges; 3 year project.  Submitted February 10, 2012.  Total = $720,000. 

 

Bazyk, S. & Bazyk, J. (2002). Social Skills Activity Groups for Urban Youth. Ohio Campus Compact, 

2002-03 NEOHEC Faculty Engagement Mini-Grants. Amount $2,500.00.  

 

Bazyk, S. (2001). The Relationship Between Fine Motor Outcomes and Emergent Literacy in 

Kindergarten-Age Children Receiving Occupational Therapy Services. May 1999 through June 1, 

2001. Established Full-Time Faculty Research Development (EEFRD) Program, Cleveland State 

University. Amount: $9,300.  

 

GRANT-FUNDED INVOLVEMENT 

OT Consultant for Mountain Plains Mental Health Training and Technology Transfer Center 

(MP-MHTTC) at University of North Dakota in collaboration with Dr. Sarah Nielsen. Project: 

Building Capacity of School Personnel to Address the Mental Health Needs of Students. I was the 

content expert developing the 5-part online course. Funded: SAMHSA (Substance Abuse Mental 

Health Services Administration) $500,000.00 (2018-2020). 

 

State Leadership for Project AWARE (Making Ohio AWARE: Building Statewide Mental Health 

First Aid Capacity (YMHFA) (Project AWARE) grant (#402502). Bazyk, S. Northeast Ohio YMHFA 

Instructor.  I was appointed the NE Ohio YMHFA Lead Instructor for 2014-17  

  

AOTA Representative for the national IDEA Partnership meetings funded through   

the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) (2005-2017). This initiative facilitated interaction 

and shared work across over 50 national professional and family organizations serving children. In this 

capacity, I have begun shared work with such national organizations such as the Center for School 

Mental Health and have presented at their national conferences.  

 

 

https://mhttcnetwork.org/centers/mountain-plains-mhttc/product/building-capacity-school-personnel-promote-positive-mental
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ONLINE CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES TAUGHT: 

Bazyk, S. (2015). Every Moment Counts: OT’s Role in Mental Health Promotion in Schools, online 

education, SPD Foundation, March 2015, http://spduniversity.org/2015/03/03/1013-every-moment-

counts-ots-role-in-promoting-mental-health-throughout-the-school-day/ 

Bazyk, S. (2015). Best Practice in School Mental Health: online course. AOTA Press. 

http://myaota.aota.org/shop_aota/prodview.aspx?TYPE=D&PID=270130176&SKU=SC19C344 

 

PODCASTS: 

Bazyk, S. & Cleary, D. (2022). Promoting participation and mental health in children and youth: Every 

Moment Counts & ESSA. Occupationaltherapy.com 

Bazyk, S. (2021). In Inclusion: Every Moment Counts. OT for Inclusive Occupations: Stories of Not 

Just Being Invited to the Party but Dancing. Savitha Sundar.  

Bazyk, S. (2021). The Comfortable Cafeteria. AOTA Podcast, March 2021. 

https://www.blogtalkradio.com/aotainc/2021/03/17/the-comfortable-cafeteria-program-march-2021 

Bazyk, S. (2019). Every Moment Counts. OT School House Episode 36.  

 

WEBINARS: 

Bazyk, S. & OT Change Leaders (Conway, Kilrain, Fahl-Kinder, Kolic, Young, Deininger, Weiss, 

Negrey, and Llerena). (2022). 5-Part Every Moment Counts webinar series. Live and On Demand.  

Bazyk, S., & Lamb, A. (2018). Member Appreciation Plus Webinar: Creating OT Change Leaders, 

January 2018. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzOPeLlIU20&feature=youtu.be 

Bazyk, S. (2017). Mental Health Promotion, Prevention, and Intervention With Children and Youth: A 

Guiding Framework for Occupational Therapy. 2 hours. OccupationalTherapy.Com. 

Bazyk, S. (2015). Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day. SPD Online 

Webinar. February 2015. 

Bazyk, S. (2012). Bully prevention and friendship promotion: Occupational Therapy’s role. Lunch and 

Learn Webinar. Canadian Occupational Therapy Association.  November 6, 2012. 

Bazyk, S. (2011). Mental health promotion, prevention and intervention in children and youth in 

school-based occupational therapy.  Taped on September 1, 2011 for Progressus, Inc. 

Bazyk, S., Brandenburger Shasby, S., Downing, D., Schefkind, S., & Richman, J. (2009). Raising the 

bar: Elevating knowledge in School Mental Health. Short course presented on April 25, 2009 at The 

American Occupational Therapy Association 2009 Annual Conference & Exposition, Houston, Texas. 

Publisher: American Occupational Therapy Association, Inc. [national, refereed] 

 

Dissertation Committees: 

1) Jenna Albarran, DSc, OT (May 2023). Department of Rehabilitation Sciences, University of 

Oklahoma Health Sciences Center.  

2) Ema Tokolahi, PhD, OT (February 2017). Auckland University of Technology. Cluster 

randomized control trial of an occupational therapy group intervention for children designed to 

promote mental well-being. 

3) Angela Blackwell, PhD, OTR/L (2013-2015). Doctoral student, University of Kansas. 

4) Ryan Suder, PhD, OTR/L (2012-2016). Doctoral student, Nova Southeastern University.  

5) Lori Prusnek, OTD, OTR/L - Post-professional OT doctoral capstone consultant. Chatham 

University, PA.  Implementation of the Comfortable Cafeteria program with hearing impaired 

students. Will submit a manuscript to the Journal of OT in Schools and Early Intervention (2018). 

6) Craig Greber (Dec. 2011).  The Four-Quadrant Model of Facilitated Learning: Development and 

Clinical Utility.  The University of Queensland, Australia. 

http://spduniversity.org/2015/03/03/1013-every-moment-counts-ots-role-in-promoting-mental-health-throughout-the-school-day/
http://spduniversity.org/2015/03/03/1013-every-moment-counts-ots-role-in-promoting-mental-health-throughout-the-school-day/
https://www.occupationaltherapy.com/ot-ceus/course/promoting-participation-and-mental-health-5753
https://anchor.fm/inclusiveoccupations/episodes/In-Inclusion--Every-Moment-Counts-e1ama9r/a-a6v321l
https://www.blogtalkradio.com/aotainc/2021/03/17/the-comfortable-cafeteria-program-march-2021
https://www.otschoolhouse.com/
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9vdHNjaG9vbGhvdXNlLmxpYnN5bi5jb20vcnNz/episode/YmRlYzI4MzMwNjZhNGU0Mjk5OWFlOTIxNmIzODRhMWM?sa=X&ved=0CAUQkfYCahcKEwjAw4Taq-z1AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQbA&hl=en
https://everymomentcounts.org/on-demand-webinars/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzOPeLlIU20&feature=youtu.be
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7) Karina Elise Pont (October 2011). Factors influencing children’s engagement in active travel. The 

University of Queensland, Australia. 

 

Leadership AOTA:  

2017-2020 Mentor, Emerging Leaders Development Program (ELDP), AOTA 

2007-present Founding Member with Sandy Schefkind, School Mental Health (SMH) task group,   

 AOTA. National Community of Practice (CoP) focusing on OT's  role in SMH. 

2011-2014 Editor, Developmental Disabilities Special Interest Newsletter, AOTA As editor, I 

oversaw the review process and editing of 4 quarterly newsletters per year. 

   

 

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS: (130 from 2000 – present) 

2023 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day. 

Featured Speaker: Texas Occupational Therapy Association OT & PT Service 

Delivery in Schools: Policy, Research, & Best Practices. June 2, 2023. 
2023 Bazyk, S. An Introduction to Every Moment Counts: Occupational Therapy’s Distinct 

Value in Mental Health Promotion, Prevention, and Intervention with Children and 

Youth. Virtual. Instituto de Terapia Ocupacional, Mexico.  
2023 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Occupational Therapy’s Distinct Value in School 

Mental Health. (virtual) New York State OT Association Desert & Dialogue, April 11, 

2023. 

2022 Bazyk, S. Introduction to Every Moment Counts. The AMI School, Karachi, Pakistan, 

Virtual, 2 hours, Nov. 10, 2022. 

2022 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts Introduction. Metro ECSU, Minnesota. Virtual, 

October, 2022. 

2022 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts – Foundations and Comfortable Cafeteria and 

Refreshing Recess. Two 2-hour virtual sessions for OT, PT, SLP. North Ireland, 

Regional Integrated Support for Education (RISE NI). Virtual, September and October, 

2022. 

2022 Bazyk, S. ESSA: Promoting participation and health in schools. Arkansas DOE school-

based conference. August 2022. Virtual 

2022 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts. LADSE Conference, Chicago, October 28, 2022. Full 

day, in-person. 

2022 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts. Wisconsin. State-wide OT/PT conference, November 

2022. 

2022 Bazyk, S. Promoting participation and health during lunch and recess. STAR Institute, 

virtual, September, 2022. 

2022 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts, Oregon Department of Education related service 

providers. Keynote and sessions throughout day (virtual), April, 2022. 

2022 Bazyk, S. Introduction to Every Moment Counts. 47th Learning Disabilities Institute 

Conference, Canada. March 18, 2022.  

2022 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts. Arizona Department of Education related service 

providers (OT/PT). Full-day Virtual, June 2, 2022.  

2021 Bazyk, S., Coopersmith, A., Stephenson, Pam. ESSA OT Advocacy Network, webinar, 

Launched on November 16, 2021. Over 250 OT attendees from across the US. 2-3 

meetings/year. 

2021 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day. 
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MSAMHS Symposium (mental health providers), Brisbane, Australia, November 11, 

2021. 

2021 Bazyk, S. Using a Tiered Model to Support Student Mental Health in Schools (2 hours), 

School Based OT Clinical Forum, Royal College of Occupational Therapists, United 

Kingdom, November 1, 2021. 

2021 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: The Distinct Value of OT in Addressing the Mental 

Health Needs of Children & Youth in Schools (1.5 hours), California School Based 

OTs, September 11, 2021. 

2021 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Participation & Positive Mental Health 

Throughout the School Day (2 hours), OT School House Back to School Conference, 

August 28, 2021. 

2021 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day. 1.5-

hour session (virtual) for Arkansas School-Based Therapy Conference, August 4, 2021. 

2021 Nielsen, S., Fox, L., & Bazyk, S. Building Capacity of Interdisciplinary School Teams 

to Address the Mental Health Needs of Students: A Community of Practice Approach. 

AOTA Inspire Conference (virtual), April 2021. 

2021 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day. 2-

hour session (virtual) for Pennsylvania OT Association (POTA), March 24, 2021. 

2021 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts. Full-day workshop to OT and PTs Iowa Schools 

(virtual), April 17, 2021 and strategic planning in November 2021 (2-hours). 

2020 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health throughout the Day. Five 

full-day workshops in five regions throughout New Zealand as a Fulbright Specialist. 

January 22 through February 6, 2020. 

2020 Bazyk, S, & Kolic, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health and 

Participation throughout the School Day. Hamilton County ESC (Educational Services 

Center), Cincinnati, Ohio.  January 17, 2020.  

2020 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health and Participation 

throughout the School Day. Los Angeles United School District OTs and PTs. January 

9, 2020. 

2019 Nielsen, S., Brown, T., Heitkamp, T., & Bazyk, S. Building Capacity of Rural School 

Personnel to Address the Mental Health Needs of Students. Annual Advancing School 

Mental Health Conference, November 7, 2019. Austin, Texas. 

2019 Bazyk, S., Negrey, J., Demirjian, L., O'Donnell, J., Rakow, C., & Dixon, E. 

Comfortable Cafeteria & Refreshing Recess: Success Stories from Diverse School 

Contexts. OOTA Conference, October 19, 2019. Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 

2019 Bazyk, S. & Conway, C. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout 

the Day. Kansas Occupational Therapy Association (KOTA) State Conference, 

September 19, 2019. 

2019 Bazyk, S., Conway, C., Negrey, J., Weiss, D., Kolic, S., Llerena, M., Doxsey, L., 

Deininger, A., & Young, D. Every Moment Counts 2-day conference, August 13-14, 

2019. Massillon, Ohio. Hosted by the Stark Educational Services Center. 

2019 Bazyk, S. & Conway, C. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Successful Participation 

and Mental Health Throughout the Day. Oklahoma State Department of Education 

Related Services Conference. Oklahoma City. May 2-3, 2019. 

2019 Fette, C. & Bazyk, S. Violence Prevention: Occupational Therapy's Role. 2019 AOTA 

Annual Conference & Expo, April 2, 2019, New Orleans. 

2019 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Participation and Mental Health 
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Throughout the Day. Harris County Related Services, Houston, TX. January 19, 2019. 

2018 Bazyk, S. Lead presenter, Every Moment Counts inaugural 2-day conference, Nov. 2-3, 

2018, Cleveland, OH.  

2018 Bazyk, S. & Conway, C. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Participation and Mental 

Health Throughout the Day, OT/PT School Conference, Chicago, October 19, 2018. 

2018 Kolic, S., Deininger, A., Young, D., & Bazyk, S. The Calm Moments Cards Program 

for Reducing Stress & Enhancing Emotional Well-Being in Children/Youth. Ohio 

Occupational Therapy Conference, Cleveland, Ohio. OOTA  

2018 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day. 

Cleveland Heights/University Heights School District Occupational Therapists 

2018 Bazyk, S. Keynote Address: Creating OT Change Leaders in School Practice: 

Knowledge Translation, Implementation, and Innovation. Inaugural Jane Case-Smith 

School-based Symposium, Ohio State University, July 23, 2018. 

2018 Bazyk, S. Promoting knowledge translation, implementation, & innovation during 

experiential learning. AOTA's Academic FW Educators Meeting, April 17, 2018, Salt 

Lake City, Utah. 

2018 Bazyk, S., Kolic, S., Deininger, A., & Young, D. Calm Moments Cards Program: 

Embedding School-wide Strategies to Reduce Stress and Enhance Emotional Well-

being. 2018 AOTA Annual Conference & Expo, April 19, 2018, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

2018 Bazyk, S., Pataki, K, DeBoth, K. Buiding capacity of OT FW students to address the 

mental health needs of children/youth in school settings. Research Poster. 2018 AOTA 

Annual Conference & Expo, April 19, 2018, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

2018 Bazyk, S. Occupational Therapy's Distinct Value in Mental Health Promotion, 

Prevention, and Intervention Across in All Settings Across the Lifespan. University of 

Oklahoma's 2018 Distinguished Speaker for the Sharon Sanderson Lecture. March 29, 

2018; Oklahoma City. 

2018 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day. 

February 16, 2018, Stepstone Academy, Cleveland, Ohio. 

2017 Bazyk, S. Keynote Address. Every Moment Counts. Mahoning County Family & 

Children First Council (MCFCFC). December 8, 2017. 

2017 Bazyk, S., Fette, C. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the 

School Day, October 19, 2017, 22nd Annual Conference on Advancing School Mental 

Health, Washington, DC. 

2017 Bazyk, S., Negrey, J., Llerena, M., & Weiss, D. Making Leisure Matter: OT Leisure 

Coaching for Youth with Disabilities. 20th International SPD Symposium, October 6, 

2017, Denver, Colorado. 

2017 Bazyk, S., Conway, C., Kilrain, M., & Kline, A. Building capacity of OTs to address 

the mental health needs of children and youth. New Hampshire Educational Summit, 

August 4, 2017. 

2017 Bazyk, S. Occupational Therapy's Distinct Value in Mental Health Promotion, 

Prevention, and Intervention Across the Lifespan. University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

June 24, 2017. 

2017 Bazyk, S., Conway, C. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout 

the Day, New Hampshire OT Association, May 6, 2017, Concord, NH 

2017 Bazyk, S. Valley, J., Shon, R., Negrey, J., Conway, C., Weiss, D., Van Niel, M., & 

Zahoransky, M. Occupational Therapy’s Distinct Value in Mental Health Promotion, 

Prevention, and Intervention in ALL Settings Across the Lifespan. AOTA Annual 
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Conference & Centennial Celebration, Philadelphia, PA. March 31, 2017 

2017 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day. CSU's 

School Health Colloquia, April 13, 2017. 

2017 Laverdue, P., Schefkind, S., Bazyk, S., Grajo, L, Gaylord, H. Building Interprofessional 

Collaboration to Improve Student Outcomes in School Settings. AOTA Annual 

Conference & Centennial Celebration, Philadelphia, PA. March 30, 2017. 

2017 Bazyk, S., & Mohler, R. Youth Mental Health First Aid.  Pre-conference Institute. 

AOTA Annual Conference & Centennial Celebration, Philadelphia, PA.  

2017 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the School 

Day. Virginia Occupational Therapy Association School-Based Conference, March 10, 

2017. Keynote Address and two additional sessions – Leisure Matters and Building 

Capacity of OTs to Address the Mental Health Needs of Children and Youth. Norfolk, 

Virginia. 

2016 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day. SST 3 

Autism Network, Cleveland, November 29, 2016. 

2016 Bazyk, S. & Conway, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout 

the Day in Schools. Austill’s Philadelphia, PA. 5 hour workshop to ~60 OTs and PTs. 

November 12, 2016. 

2016 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day for 

Individuals with Developmental Disabilities. Ross County Board of Developmental 

Disabilites. 3-hour workshop, November 4, 2016. 

2016 Bazyk, S., Conway, C., & Demirjian, L. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental and 

Physical Health Throughout the School Day. Full-day workshop to ~50 OT and PTs at 

Cleveland Metropolitan School District. October 10, 2016. 

2016  Bazyk, S., Conway, C., Fahl Kinder, L., Demirjian, L., Horvath, F., Doxsey, L, & 

Kirschenbaum, R. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health in Children and 

Youth with Autism. Full-day, preconference institute. AOTA’s Autism Specialty 

Conference, Cleveland, Ohio. September 22, 2016. 

2016 Bazyk, S., Weiss, D., Negrey, J., & Llerena, M. Making Leisure Matter for Children 

and Youth with Autism. Autism Specialty Conference, Cleveland, Ohio, September 24, 

2016. 

2016  Bazyk, S., Conway, C., Fahl Kinder, L., & Csanyi, C. Integrating Services in Natural  

    School Contexts: Maximizing the Impact of Occupational Therapy. AOTA’s 96th  

Annual Conference, Chicago, IL, April 9, 2016. 

2016  Bazyk, S., Whitney, E., Stoffel, V., & Swarbrick, M. SAMHSA: Recovery to  

Practice Initiative: Resources for the Recovery Workforce. AOTA’s 96th  

Annual Conference, Chicago, IL, April 9, 2016. 

 2016             Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day.   

                       The Hite Symposium, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. March 11, 2016.  

2015  Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Children’s Mental Health Throughout 

  the Day Using Embedded School-Wide Strategies, 19th Annual Conference on  

  Advancing School Mental Health, November 5, 2015, New Orleans (national). 

2015  Bazyk, S., Doxsey, L., Mohler, R., Swogger, E., & Kerns, S. OT Model Programs 

  for Cafeteria and Recess: Promoting Participation & Enjoyment. OOTA Conference, 

  September 26, 2015, Columbus, Ohio. (state) 

2015  Bazyk, S., Thompson-Repas, K., LaGuardia, T., Weiss, D., & Kennedy, M. OT  

  Leisure Coaching: Cultivating Hobbies & Interests in Children and Youth   
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  with Disabilities, OOTA Conference, September 26, 2015, Columbus, Ohio. (state) 

 2015  Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day.  

  The 9th World Congress on the Promotion of Mental Health and the Prevention of 

  Mental and Behavioral Challenges, Columbia, SC, September 10, 2015.   

  (international) 

2015  Bazyk, S., Demirjian, L, & Doxsey, L. OT Model Programs for Cafeteria and  

  Recess. AOTA’s 95th Annual Conference, Nashville, TN, April 17, 2015. 

2015  Bazyk, S., Thompson-Repas, K., LaGuardia, T., Weiss, D., Brizes, J., & Kennedy, 

  M. OT Leisure Coaching: Cultivating Hobbies & Interests in Children and Youth  

  with Disabilities, AOTA’s 95th Annual Conference, Nashville, TN, April 18, 2015. 

2015  Bazyk, S., Fahl Kinder, L., & Conway, C. Every Moment Counts: Using   

  Technology to Support Children’s Mental Health in Schools. AOTA’s 95th Annual 

  Conference, Nashville, TN, April 18, 2015. 

2015  Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day,  

  Cleveland District OT Association Spring Workshop, March 14, 2015, Cleveland. 

 2015  Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Children’s Mental Health in   

  Occupational Therapy, Pediatric Advanced Therapy, Mooresville, NC, March 28,  

  2015. 

2015  Bazyk, S. (keynote address) Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health  

  Throughout the Day. PRePARE Conference, University of Kentucky and Eastern  

  Kentucky Universities, Lexington, March 20, 2015. 

2015  Bazyk, S. & Conway, C. Every Moment Counts: OT’s Role in Promoting Mental  

  Health Throughout the School Day, Chicago Public School, Chicago, IL, January 30, 

  2015. 

2014  Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day.  

  AOTA’s Annual Student Conclave, St. Louis, MO, November 14, 2015. 

2014  Bazyk, S. & Conway, C. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Children’s Mental  

  Health Throughout the Day. SPD Symposium, Phoenix, AZ, Nov. 7, 2014. 

2014  Bazyk, S., Demirjian, L., Conway, C., & LaGuardia, T. Mental Health Promotion, 

  Prevention, and Intervention in School Practice, Cincinnati, OH, October 25, 2015. 

2014  Bazyk, S., & Crabtree, L. Creating Positive School Environments to Promote  

  Emotional Health and Social Participation. Annual Conference on Advancing School 

  Mental Health, September 19, 2014, Pittsburg, PA. 

2014  Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Children’s Mental Health Throughout 

  the Day, Annual Conference on Advancing School Mental Health, September 19,  

  2014, Pittsburg, PA. 

2014  Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Children’s Mental Health Throughout 

  the Day, University of Toledo Occupational Therapy Program, Pi Theta Epsilon  

  Keynote, September 8, 2014. 

2014 Bazyk, S., Conway, C., Demirjian, L., Horvath, F., Thompson-Repas, K., 

Kirschenbaum, R. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Children’s Mental Health 

Throughout the Day. AOTA 94th Annual Conference & Expo, Baltimore. 

2014 Lamb, A., Bazyk, S., Buddelmeyer, L., Espiritu, E., Mikush, C. AOTA’s Centennial 

Vision in Action. AOTA 94th Annual Conference & Expo, Baltimore. 

2014 Horvath, F., Demirjian, L., Bazyk, S., Griffith, K., & Sandish, E. [poster presentation] 

Creating a Comfortable Cafeteria: OT Strategies to Promote Mealtime Enjoyment for 

All for Students. AOTA 94th Annual Conference & Expo, Baltimore. 
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2014 Mohler, R., Kerns, S., Bazyk, S., Gipson, N., Smith, B., & Teague, K. Refreshing 

[poster presentation] Recess: An OT Pilot Program for Promoting Enjoyable Play and 

Social Participation During Recess. AOTA 94th Annual Conference & Expo, Baltimore. 

2013 Bazyk, S., Fahl Kinder, L. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health 

Throughout the Day, OCALICON 2013, November 20, 2013, Columbus, Ohio.  

2013 Bazyk, S. Every Moment Counts: Promoting Mental Health Throughout the Day, 

Center for School, October 4, 2013, 18th Annual Conference on Advancing School 

Mental Health, Baltimore, MD.  [Refereed] 

2013 Bazyk, S. Mental Health Promotion, Prevention, & Intervention in School Practice: A 

Guiding Framework for Occupational Therapy. AOTA Specialty Conference: 

Advancing School-Based Practice. July 27, 2013. [Invited]  

2013 Bazyk, S., Conway, C., & Mohler, R. Practical Strategies for Promoting Mental  

                        Health in School Practice: Moving Knowledge to Practice. American Occupational 

Therapy Association’s 93rd Annual Conference & Expo, April 26, 2013, San Diego, 

CA. [Refereed] 

2013                Bazyk, S., & Arbesman, M. Occupational Therapy Practice Guideline: Mental  

                        Health Promotion in Children and Youth. American Occupational Therapy  

                        Association’s 93rd Annual Conference & Expo, April 26, 2013, San Diego, CA.       

2013                Bazyk, S. Mental Health Promotion, Prevention and Intervention in School-Based 

                        Practice, Early Intervention and Schools SIS Roundtable, American Occupational 

                        Therapy Association’s 93rd Annual Conference & Expo, April 26, 2013, San Diego,   

                        CA. [Invited] 

2013 Bazyk, S. Prince George’s School District, Washington DC. Full-day presentation to 60 

occupational therapists on “Occupational Therapy’s Role in Mental Health Promotion, 

Prevention, and Intervention in School Practice”, February 13, 2013. [invited] 

2013  Bazyk, S. Harris County Board of Education, Houston, TX.  Full-day presentation to 

130 occupational and physical therapists on “Mental Health Promotion, Prevention, and 

Intervention in School Practice”, January 18, 2013. [invited] 

2012 Glennon, T., Schefkind, S., & Bazyk, S. Professional Organizations: Drivers of Change 

for Sustainable Improvement in Services, OCALICON – Ohio Coalition for Autism and 

Low Incidence Disabilities National Conference, November 14, 2012, Columbus, Ohio. 

[refereed] 

2012 Bazyk, S., Schefkind, S., & Fette, C. Strategies for Shifting School Mental Health 

Practice to a Tiered System of Promotion, Prevention and Intensive Interventions at the 

National, State and Local Levels, 17th Annual Conference on Advancing School Mental 

Health, October 25, 2012, Salt Lake City, Utah. [refereed] 

2012 Bazyk, S. Creating Sensory Friendly School Environments to Promote Positive 

Participation for Students with and without Disabilities, 17th Annual Conference on 

Advancing School Mental Health, October 25, 2012, Salt Lake City, Utah. [refereed] 

2012 Suarez-Balcazar, Y., Schefkind, S., Pizzi, M., Gill, S., Orloff, S., Bazyk, S., Lau, C., & 

Vroman, K. Occupational Therapy’s Role in Obesity Prevention. The American 

Occupational Therapy Association 2012 Annual Conference & Exposition, April 26, 

2012. [refereed] 

2012 Bazyk, S., Suarez-Balcazar, Y., Schefkind, S., Gill, S., Orloff, S. Occupational 

Therapy’s Role in Obesity Prevention. AOTA Virtual Chat, January 5, 2012.  

2011  Bazyk, S. Mental Health Promotion Through Participation in Meaningful Interests for 

Youth with Disabilities.  2011 OCALI Conference & Exposition (Ohio Center for 
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Autism and Low Incidence, Columbus, OH.  [refereed] 

2011 Bazyk, S. Addressing the social and emotional needs of low-income urban youth in 

afterschool care. 16th Annual Advancing School Mental Health Conference, Charleston, 

September 23, 2011. [refereed] 

2011 Bazyk, S.  Mental Health Promotion, Prevention and Intervention with Children & 

Youth.  The American Occupational Therapy Association 2011 Annual Conference & 

Exposition, Philadelphia. [refereed] 

2010 Bazyk, S.   Promotion of Positive Mental Health Through Participation in Meaningful 

Leisure Interests for Students with Disabilities.  15th Annual Conference on Advancing 

School Mental Health, Albuquerque, New Mexico,October 9, 2010.  [refereed]       

2010 Bazyk, S.  Mental Health Promotion, Prevention and Intervention with Children & 

Youth: A Guiding Framework for Occupational Therapy, New York School-based 

Occupational Therapists, October 22, 2010. [invited, full day institute] 

2010 Bazyk, S.  Mental Health Promotion, Prevention and Intervention with Children & 

Youth: A Guiding Framework for Occupational Therapy, Ohio Occupational Therapy 

State Conference, October 16, 2010. Cleveland.  [refereed] 

2010 Bazyk, S. Mental health promotion in children and youth with developmental 

disabilities. Developmental Disabilities Special Interest Section. The American 

Occupational Therapy Association 2010 Annual Conference, FL. [national, invited] 

2009 Bazyk, S., & Crabtree, L.  Promotion of Positive Mental Health Through Participation 

in Meaningful Leisure Interests for Students with Disabilities. 15th Annual Conference 

on School Mental Health, Minneapolis, MN. 

2009 Bazyk, S., & Crabtree, L.  Promotion of social participation, mental health and 

meaningful leisure participation in youth on the autism spectrum.  National Autism 

Conference, August 6, 2009, Penn State University. [national, invited] 

2009 Bazyk, S. School mental health.  Ohio Occupational Therapy Association Summer 

Workshop, July 27, 2009. Akron, OH.  [state, invited] 

2009 Bazyk, S. Becoming a dancer: The meaning of long-term participation in dance for 

teenage girls with and without disabilities. The American Occupational Therapy 

Association 2009 Annual Conference & Exposition, Houston, Texas. [national, 

refereed] 

2009 Bazyk, S., Brandenburger Shasby, S., Downing, D., Schefkind, S., & Richman, J. 

Raising the bar: Elevating knowledge in School Mental Health. Short course. The 

American Occupational Therapy Association 2009 Annual Conference & Exposition, 

Houston, Texas. [national, refereed] 

2009 Bazyk, S. Addressing the social emotional and leisure needs of low-income urban youth 

in after-school care. 6th Annual Partnership Conference, College of Education, CSU, 

February 20th.  [local, invited] 

2008 Bazyk, S., Chrystal, A., Jackson, L. Occupational therapy with children and youth. The 

2008 AOTA/NBCOT National Student Conclave. Chicago, IL. November 15th. 

[national, invited] 

2008 Bazyk, S.  The role of occupational therapy in School Mental Health. 13th Annual 

Conference on Advancing School Mental Health, September 25-27th, Phoenix, AZ. 

[national, refereed] 

2008  Bazyk, S. Occupational Therapy’s role in School Mental Health. (four hours) Annual 

OT/PT School-Based Institute. Columbus, OH. August 8th.  [state, invited] 

2008 Bazyk, S. Addressing the mental health needs of children in schools.  Cincinnati District 
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of the Ohio Occupational Therapy Association.  May 29, 2008.  [local, invited] 

2008  Bazyk, S. The meaning of occupation-based service learning for OT students  serving 

low-income youth. American Occupational Therapy Annual Conference,   

April 12, 2008, Long Beach, CA. [national, refereed] 

2007  Bazyk, S. Addressing the mental health needs of children and youth in schools. Virginia 

Scardina Lectureship Award, Ohio Occupational Therapy State Conference, 

Youngstown, OH. October, 2007.  [state, invited] 

2007  Bazyk, S. Addressing the mental health needs of children in schools. Cleveland District 

of the Ohio OT Association, Pediatric Member Support Group. February 28, 2007.  

[local, invited] 

2006  Bazyk, S. The meaning of occupation-based social skills groups for low-income   

urban youth.  SSO Conference October 2006 (Society for the Study of Occupation: 

USA), St. Louis, MO.  [national, refereed] 

2006  Bazyk, S., Gordon, R., Macho, M., Glorioso, M., Haines, J.  The meaning of 

occupation-based groups for low-income youth and occupational therapy students, Ohio 

Occupational Therapy State Conference, Cincinnati, OH.  [state, refereed] 

2006  Bazyk, S. Serving Low-Income Youth: Occupational Therapy Groups for HOPE   

(Healthy Occupations for Positive Emotions). The American Occupational Therapy 

Association’s 86th Conference & Expo., Charlotte, NC, April 27, 2006.  [national, 

refereed] 

2005  Bazyk, S., Misch, T., Thomas, N., & LaSalvia, C. Occupation-based social skills   

groups for low income youth. Presented at the Ohio Occupational Therapy 

Association’s Annual Conference, Columbus, October. [state, refereed] 

2002  Bazyk, S., Michaud, P., & Papp, P. Integrating occupational therapy services in   

kindergarten curriculum: A look at the outcomes.  Presented at the Ohio Occupational 

Therapy Association’s Annual Conference.  Cleveland, October 2002. [state, refereed] 

2002  Bazyk, S., Michaud, P., & Papp, P. Integrating occupational therapy services in a   

kindergarten curriculum: A look at the outcomes.  Presented at the American 

Occupational Therapy Associations’s 82nd Annual Conference and Expo in Miami, FL 

on May 3, 2002.  [national, refereed] 

2002                Bazyk, S. Addressing the psychosocial needs of children in school practice.    

Cuyahoga County Board of MR/DD occupational therapists. March 21, 2002.   

2001  Bazyk, S. Addressing the psychosocial needs of children in school practice.   

Cuyahoga Mental Health Special Interest Section, October 13, 2001. [local, invited] 

2001  Bazyk, S., Michaud, P., Papp, P., Hawkins, E. The relationship between fine   

  motor and emergent literacy in kindergarten-age children receiving occupational   

therapy services.  Presented to occupational and physical therapists at the Cuyahoga 

Special Education Services Center, Cleveland, Ohio, April 23, 2001.  [local, invited] 

2000 Bazyk, S. Play in Mayan children: A cross-cultural perspective. Presented to the   

 rehabilitation department at The Cleveland Clinic Children’s Rehabilitation   

 Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio. March 20, 2001. [local, invited] 

2000 Bazyk, S. Culture and Occupation: Lessons from study abroad. Presented at The Ohio 

Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference 2000, Columbus, Ohio. October 

20, 2000.  [state, refereed] 

2001  Bazyk, S. Play in Mayan children: A cross-cultural perspective. Presented to the 

occupational and physical therapy staff at the County Board of MR/DD, Cleveland, 

Ohio. December 7, 2001. [local, invited] 
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2000 Bazyk, S. Play development in Mayan children: A cross-cultural perspective. Presented 

at The American Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference 2000, Seattle.  

March 31, 2000.  [national, refereed] 

 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE: 

1984-93 Occupational therapist, private practice. During this time, I provided home-based 

occupational therapy to young children with developmental disabilities. 

1983-83 Occupational Therapist, private practice, home-based early intervention services, 

Gainesville, FL 

1979-82 Staff occupational therapist, Early Intervention Program 

United Cerebral Palsy, Tampa, FL 

1978-79 Staff occupational therapist 

United Cerebral Palsy, Indianapolis, IN 

 

INNOVATIVE TEACHING ACTIVITIES: 

HSC 570 [NEW since 2017] Implementation of the Comfortable Cafeteria and Refreshing Recess 

Programs in Cleveland Metropolitan School District by Masters of Occupational 

Therapy students. 

 

Service Learning (2002 – ongoing).  I developed the Occupational Therapy Groups for HOPE 

(Healthy Occupations for Positive Emotions), an 8-week program offered to low-income urban youth 

attending the after-school program at Friendly Inn Settlement House. Each fall, Master of OT students 

facilitate these occupation-based social skills groups under my supervision. Approximately 80 children 

are served each year.  

 

COURSES TAUGHT: (2000 – 2018) 

HSC 570 [NEW] Implementation of the Comfortable Cafeteria and Refreshing Recess Programs 

at Campus International School, Spring and Fall 2017 

HSC 552 Mental Health Promotion in Children and Youth in Occupational Therapy, Master of 

Science in Health Sciences (MSHS) Program 

HSC 514 Occupational and Physical Therapy in the Schools, MSHS Program 

OTH 518 Occupational Development, Master of Occupational Therapy Program 

OTH 535 Occupation & Participation I, MOT Program 

OTH 529 Sensory & Cognitive Evaluation and Intervention, MOT Program 

OTH 591 OT Research II, MOT Program 

OTH 509 Designing Creative Occupations, MOT Program (2007 only) 

 

 

July 3, 2023 
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